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INFLUENCE    OF    NATIVE    CAPACITY
The quality of a bright child's nervous system enables him
to profit to the fullest extent from past experience and to see
relationships in a new situation more quickly than a dull
child of the same chronological age. As bright children
mature, they increase the speed with which they gain insight
into increasingly difficult situations. Their goals are higher
than those of the dull children and they reach them more
rapidly than the latter reach their lower goals. Or it may be
that bright children and dull children grow at approximately
the same relative rate each toward their own respective goals.
Under environmental conditions that were as favorable to
dull as to bright children it might be expected that the learn-
ing curves of the two groups would gradually converge. This
difference in learning capacity of gifted children and dull-
normal children was noted in a nutrition class in which
the gifted children in one period gained an understanding
of the relation of food to health and growth that was only
acquired by the dull-normal group in the course of a
semester.
Among children of equal ability the effect of training on
certain motor skills may be substantial. One of each of two
pairs of identical twins, aged four and four and one half
were given training in several motor abilities; the other two
were not trained.10 The trained twins showed greater im-
provement between the initial and final tests than did the
twins who received no training, especially in hitting a mark
by throwing a ball or by rolling a ball. The effect of
training, not only on the motor skill, but also on initiative,
interest in score, quietness, and other behavior was marked.
In other investigations likewise the acquisition of skill
has been found to increase self-confidence, courage, and
initiative.
There are differences in native physical ability as well as
10 A. N. Mirenva, "Psychomotor Education and the General Development
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